Mareh |, 198: 


MARCH, 1881. 


THE, MONTH. 
Tae House of Commons has at length completely vindicated its dignity and 
independence. It has successfully reasserted and enforced its claim to liberty of 
legislative action. As the first representative assembly in Europe, it was impera- 
tively called upon to insist that the great constitutional ends for which only it 
- exists should not be frustrated by its own members, and to exert over those 
members its supreme authority. The obstructive tactics recently pursued by the 
so-called Irish party brought discredit upon Parliament, and threatened to under- 
mine in public esteem those representative institutions which are the glory of 
’ Britain, atid the bulwark of her liberties. The action which has at last, with the 
concurrence of the two great parties in the House, been taken by the Speaker, is in 
its essential points approved by all moderate and reasonable men, and denounced 
only by those against whose abuse of parliamentary privilege and freedom of debate 
it was specially directed. Of course, the reluctance of the House and the Govern- 
ment to take action at all in this matter until the necessity for doing so became 
imperative, was but natoral and right. They were unwilling even to seem to 
abridge that liberty of debate which, under ordinary circumstances, is the best security 
for calm and well-considered legislation. But when the party led by Mr. Parnell 
a made it clear that they sought only to impede the legislation they had not the power 
to prevent, and to arrest not only the Coercion Bill, but the remedial measures for 
Ireland to be subsequently introduced, there was no alternative; and the House 
united in the effort to prevent the forms of Parliament from becoming means for the 
extinction of its power. The new rules propounded by the Speaker, at first upon 
his own responsibility, but afterwards with the full sanction of the House, have 
proved effective for the purpose for which they were framed. A system of obstruc- 
tion to all legislation, as useless as it was mischievous, has been arrested in its course. 
The intolerant and intolerable tyranny of a minority can no longer dictate either to 
the Senate or the nation. Our legislators wust, and doubtless will, take care that 
the means now employed to subvert the odious despotism of a few shall not hereafter 
be used to fix upon their necks the absolate dominion of the many. We may safely 
leaye the matter in their bands, rejoicing that at last some prospect appears that 
has already recommenced its functions as a legislative no less than a deliberative 
assembly. 
Since our last issue, the work of our senators has been delayed, as we antici- 
pated at the opening of the session, by the recurrence of Mr. Parnell and his 
followers to that obstructive policy which they had pursued with such effect in the . 
session which preceded, That policy, however, having at last been crushed, the : 
Protection of Life and Property Bill is, while we write, passing through its final 
stage, and the Arms Bill will thereafser be introduced without delay. Those ; 
measures will doubtless be passed by the Upper House as rapidly as possible ; and 
when they are thus disposed of, we may expect that the comprehensive measure of — 
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Land Reform to which the Government are pledged, will immediately come on. 
The Legislature throughout the session will thus be kept in a state of earnest and 
unremitting activity; and the results will, we trast, be commensurate with the 
amount of zeal and care bestowed upon them. What the conduct of Mr. Parnell and 
his followers may be throughout the course of these events we cannot possibly con- 
jectare. One thing is certain, that signs of disunion are already evident within 
their camp, while the manifesto recently published by Mr. Shaw, the leader of the 
“ moderate ” section of Home Rulers, abundantly justifies the anticipations we last 
month expressed respecting the support he and they would probably give to the measures 
of the Government. These seem indications that Ministers may not improbably carry 
their Land Bill ; and should they do so without shipwreck to themselves, there are 
many other measures, affecting the interests of England and Scotland, which they 
are either pledged or are known to be willing to bring in. A period of political 
activity is thus clearly set before us; and in view of the conflicts of opinion which 
may be looked for, and the importance of the issues and interests, we may and ought 
earnestly to pray that those who make and those who administer the laws may 
have wisdom and grace bestowed upon them to enable them to act wisely, firmly, 
and impartially, to decree that which is right, to execute justice without fear or 
favour, and to maintain the interests of peace, of liberty, and of truth. 


be left to such a Cabinet to determine when that necessity shall have ceased, and 
when “ Coercion” Bills may be suspended or withdrawn. “3 


The re-assembling of the Convocation of the Province of Canterbury bas this 
session been anticipated with more than usual interest. Curiosity was naturally 
felt as to the spirit in which that body would approach the topic of those recent 
judgments of the Queen’s Bench Division and the Court of Appeal which have 
created such intense excitement, and stirred up afresh in clerical circles all the 
burning ecelesiastical questions of the day. The deliverance of the Primate on the 
memorial of the Dean of St. Panl’s and his colleagues, praying for concessions to the 
Ritualists, and the counter-memorial since addressed to the Archbishop by the Evan- 
gelical clergy, was also awaited with eager expectation. A recent letter of his Grace 
had given currency to a report that he would advocate compliance to some extent 
with the Ritualistic plea for the toleration of their innovations in divine service. 


| 
| There seems no question that, since the opening of Parliament, and the intro- 
| duction of the so-called Coercion Bill of Mr. Forster, the social condition of Ireland 
has improved. Intimidation is les rife, outrages are fewer, and quiet, if not ) 
tranquillity, is more generally prevalent. This, no doubt, is in measure, perhaps 
natural effect. The fact 
dropped. To listen to such a plea would be an outrageous piece of folly, of which 
no Government would think. The Cabinet are well aware that measures of 
repression, though they may arrest outrage, are no remedy for discontent ; but as 
a no Ministry was ever more reluctant to resort to measures of repression, and has 
resolved upon them only from conviction of their absolute necessity, it may safely ! 
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Those, however, who expected this must have been far from satiafied by the tone of 
the Primate in addressing the assembly. The Archbishop evidently feels the weight 
of his responsibility and the difficulties of the present situation; but he suggests no 
hope of relief on the side of reconstruction, whether of the Church's formalaries or 
her courts. He also intimates that difficultics almost insuperable surround the 
question of the reform of Convocation. It is clear that he does not contemplate as 
either desirable or feasible the repeal of the Publie Worship Regulation Act, or any 
attempt to reverse or question the legality of recent judicial decisions. His chief 
point was that the clergy should more implicitly submit to the authority of their 
bishops, who, in rubrical matters, are entrusted by the law with great discretionary 
powers. We can imagine the spirit in which this suggestion will be received by 
those to whom it is especially addressed. We apprehend, too, that in Ritualistic 
quarters the outspoken Protestantism of the Primate's language will neutralise the 
effect of any counsel be can give. The Bishop of Winchester was bolder, and advo- 
cated the introduction into Parliament of a Clergy Discipline Bill, with provisions 
for the establishment of Courts of First Instance and Appeal; while the Bishop of 
Peterborough, having suggested that the ecclesiastical laws and the constitution of 
spiritual courts should be made the subject of inquiry by a Royal Commission, 
motion to that effect was carried in the Upper House. The subject of prosecutions 
for illegal ritual was brought by Canon Gregory before the Lower House, which, 
after discussion, adopted a resolution, praying the bishops to discountenance such 
prosecutions as far as possible. This resolution having been brought before the 
Upper House, the Bishop of Lincoln succeeded in carrying a motion declaring that 
litigation in matters of ritual ougbt, if ee ee ee 
the bishop be sought aud submitted to in any such differences 


Our colonial affairs continue to engage the serious attention of the Government. 
_ The war im Basutoland still drags its slow length along, diversified by occasional 
skirmishes and conflicts, but without any decisive action whatsoever. The opinion 
gains ground that it is high time that this profitless effusion of blood were stayed, 
and peaceful relations re-established between the Basutes and the Government of 
the Cape. The recent proclamation of an armistice for a few days seemed to afford 
some hope of this result. The war in the Transvaal, since we last wrote, has 
assumed more serious proportions, and Sir George Colley, with a considerable foree, 
in an engagement with the Boers, has been compelled to retreat after bard fighting, 
and with a heavy loss, both in officers and men. Prospects of peace, however, 
in that quarter also now loom on the horizon, and proposals on the part of the 
Boers have been submitted for the consideration of the Home Government. We 


may therefore hope that some arrangement, satisfactory to both sides, will shortly 
be effected. 


_ The contemplated evacuation by our Government of Candahar has revired at 
home all the old discussions respecting the policy pursued both by the late and the 
_ present Ministries in the affairs of Afghanistan; involving also the attitude 
assumed towards Russia by Lord Lytton, whem Governor-General of India, and his 
alleged preparations for war, unknown to the Parliament at home, when India was 
avowedly at peace both with Afghanistan and the Gzar. Lord Lytton having given 
notice of a motion censuring the Gevernment, the Duke of Argyll has anticipated 
the controversy by the delivery of a speech in the House of Lords in censure of Lord 
Lytton. 
r2 
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Fresh negotiations between Turkey and the Powers with reference to the 
Greek question are about shortly to commence. These will be conducted by means 
of a Conference of Plenipotentiaries, to be held at Constantinople, in accordance 
with the suggestions of the Porte itself. The result is, of course, doubtful, as Greece 
seems still resolved to prefer war rather than concession, and Turkey shows no sign 
of being prepared to accept the frontier line indicated as the most just and practic- 

able by the Congress at Berlin. Still, the delay, of itself, does something to increase, 
_ in the public opinion of Europe, the hope, in the last resort, of some practical and 
satisfactory conclusion. 


Of Inte, the reactionary spirit and the policy of clerical intolerance bave had 
ascendency in Spain; and Protestants who dared to do anything offensive to the 
priests, or calculated to disseminate their own principles, ran the risk of penalties 


imposed by secular magistrates in excess or perversion of the law. A Protestant, 
for instance, has just been imprisoned for having, two years ago, distributed religious 
tracts, A change of Ministry, however, at the instance of the King, has recently 
occurred, and it is hoped that this fact will somewhat mitigate the rancour of reli- 
gious persecution, as the new Cabinet, although not Liberal, is likely to adopt a 
policy less reactionary in politics and less intolerant in religion than eee 
hes supplanted. 


A man of striking genius, who has exercised a marvellous influence over 
thousands of cultured minds both in Europe and America, bas recently been callea 
away from us, full of honours and of years. By his own unaided exertions Thomas 
Carlyle won for himself a foremost place in what may not be inaptly termed the 
classic literature of the past and present generations. Possessed of great originality | 
of thought, of a vigorous and forcible, although quaint and rugged style, with an 
ardent abhorrence of pretensions of every kind not warranted by practice nor 
verified by fact, he had long achieved a reputation as the great denouncer of all 
shams, the foe of mere conventionalities, the satirist of empty professions and of all 
institutions or customs that were hollow, vain, and false. Bold and uncompromising 
in tone, keen and effective in satire, his writings were eagerly perused by men of 
culture and reflection. He thus influenced the ideas and feelings of innumerable 
readers. Yet his works, save in a literary point of view, produced upon his 
own age but little practical result. It was at first thought that his vigorous 
denunciation of abuses and his scathing exposure of hypocrisies would pave the way 
for the reform of the first and the suppression of the second. But Carlyle was no 
practical reformer, and held aloof from the men who would have followed up his 
attack upon shams by endeavours to effect their abrogation. He was an admirer, 
perhaps an idolator, of strength, of power, and of force, and shrunk from alliance 
_ with those who were in « minority, and, in their efforts to. redress wrong, had only 
moral right upon their side. His latter works, indeed, as regarded political and 
social matters, were ofa reactionary kind. He was a devotee of German literature, and, 
more than any other writer of his time, succeeded in largely translating its spirit 
into the literature of his own country, His religious views were tinged by German 
modes of thought, and were hazy and indefinite accordingly. Had his philanthropy 
been more practical, and his Christian faith more simple than it was, he might 
have exerted, with his extraordinary powers, an overwhelming influence for moral 
good. | 
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of the President (Signor Prochet) and Com- 
mittec of Evangelization to the London Com- 
mittee 


starting ‘ 
1860, 1870, and 1880, which gives us the 
following table of results :— 


I.—¥IELD OF WORK. 


1860. 1870. 1880. 
Churches constituted — 40 
Stations 30 34 
Localities visited ... — 25 100 
174 
Evangelists 10 
=I 
Teachers 54 45 
16 89 107 
Regular Hearers ... - 3,335 4,987 
Occasional Hearers — 10,000 33,000 
Commanicants .., 1,910 2,911 
Week-day Scholars — 1,589 1,78 
‘Sabbath 969 1,645 


Total Contributions Fr. 0,00 fr. 9,504 fr. 49,460 
“ A table cannot tell everything. It can, 


lic cemetery! The good example which 
they have given in this matter has greatly 
contributed to remove the prejudices of the 
middle class of society. At Susa, the gross 
attacks of the Canon Peinetti have also derved 


exactly opposite, and in contrast to the famous 
fountain erected in memory of the flight of 
Calvin. At Ivrea, a pestoral diatribe of the 
bishop, directed expressly against the Evan- 
gelicals; has called forth, on the part of our 
evangelist, a pamphlet, 800 copies of .which 
have been sold, At Favale (Liguria), where 
itinerant evangelization is pursued with suc- 
cess, many thousands of copies of the most 


chia railway, is a new station, which figures — 
for the first time in our reports. It had its 
origin in a series of very crowded meetings 
-and friendly discussions with an ex-priest, 
The number of catechumens speedily rose to 
thirty-nine ; ten only have been, after exami- 
nation, received into the Church ; but all the 
others, by no means discouraged, persevere in 
the study of the Word; and the attendance 


schools) is more and more satisfactory. 
ince of Naples), on the occa- 

uneral, our evangelist was able to 
preach the Gospel to several thousand people, 


indeed, testify to the progress realized in the 


Next day he received the visit of an engi- 
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the evangelist is a man of remarkable energy | extension of the field of work, in the number 
; and devotion, and this place of worship was | of labourers, and in the increase of the work 
: much needed to facilitate the work of evan- | im general; bat it cannot describe the pro- 
TRE PAST AND THE PRESENT. triamphs of liberty, the develop- 
| The ing are extracts from the letter | ment of Christian life and of missionary 
by examples, to give you some idea. 
CLERICAL OPPOSITION AND PROTESTANT 
“Tt is now just thirty years since the SUCCESSES. 
Vandois Church commenced its work of| “ The progress of public opinion is incon- 
evangelization in Italy. From town to town, testable in very many parts of our vast field 
from province to province, from the northern | of labour. At Pignerol, at the very gates of 
to the southern and insular regions of Italy, | the Vaudois Valleys, clerical agitation, which 
this work has been gradually developing. It | has for its centre the pulpit of the Catholic 
had for a starting point the Piedmontese | cathedral, has had the effect of bringing hun- 
Statute, emancipating the Vandois, in 1848 ; | dreds of hearers to the meetings of our evan- 
ten years later, the events which led to the | gelist, and to the funeral services conducted 
constitution of the Kingdom of Italy (1860) | by him in the cemetery. All honour to the 
gave it a new impulse; ten years more, end- authorities who have done away with the , 
ing with the fall of the temporal power of the | distinction between a Protestahtand a Catho- 
| Popes (1870), opened to the Gospel the gates 
of the city of Rome. For him who can dis- 
cern the signs of the times, it cannot be 
doubtful that all the great events of which 
this world is the theatre only work together, 
in accordance with the divine will, for the | to bring us a number of hearers, At Aosta, 
furtherance of the Gospel, God in history, | the front of our chapel, decorated with the 
God in revelation, God in the Church, is the | inscription Cappella vangelica, and the 
same God who overrnles all things for the | escutcheon of the Vandois Church, is set 
accomplishment of His designs towards man- 
kind, and who by the working of His pro- 
vidence makes us see clearly that He is 
directing us towards the realization of His 
end and His will. 
“In order better to measure the distance 
which we have traversed, let us take as our 

TE and may be heard sung in stables, houses, 

schools, in the fields, and even in certain 

7 Catholic churches, 

: “ Orbetello, on the Leghorn and Civita-Vec- 
) at the schools (week-day, Sabbath, and even- 
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you more closely than you think.’” 

“ We shall pass now to Sicily, and 
Messiva. Here also the crusade of the 
preachers has failed of its design, for hundreds 
of new hearers have begun to attend church ; 


of the members of your congregation, for I 
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husband is right, after all!’ And from that 
time she resolved to follow the counsel of the 
has had the result of increasing 


Among a number of cases of 2 
mentioned in the report is the following : 
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neer and of an advocate, who “ At Rome, certain agents of the Questor 
(we give their words) : ‘The time &® strong hand to certain fanatics in 
soon come when many will embrace away our evangelist from the bedside of an 
pel. We have for a long time old dying man, who since 1870 EER 
you, you and your Church; and 
acquainted with the history of the EE 
Church. At present you have to 
with many difficulties; but fear a 
many are with you, and accom 
their thoughts and good wishes 
to 
our Sabbath-school attendance has largely 
increased. At Vittoria the reception given 
to the Gospel has been so encouraging that 
the station has already become a settled 
church, having eighteen communicants and 
ninety-six catechumens, One Sabbath, a nona- | such our brethren in 
genarian presented himself, among others, to | GN at the hour of death, 
, the evangelist, and said, with tearsir bis eyes, | EN themselves turn against 
‘For pity’s sake, inscribe me in the number |them. Similar attempts are renewed very 
ee | frequently, and we could mention several of 
am fully convinced and persuaded that the | them which, happily, failed.” 
truth and love of God shine in your Church,’ SERVICES FOR THE PEOPLE. 
Let us add to this case that of D.G., who “ At Florence we observe with joy a new 
was noted for his fanaticism, HM was the | impulse of the missionary spirit. During 
principal person of the congregation of St.| the year which has just ended two new 
John the Baptist, How many times, in the | places have been opened for evangeliza- 
public equare, has he not apostrophised|tion. One of these, at the quarter 
‘These heretics, these excommunicated per-|of 8S. Frediano, has for a motto, ‘ Faith 
sons, these enemies of God and religion !’|and Works.’ It was devoted “to popular 
Now, not only has he shaken off the yoke of | meetings, tolerably well attended; to « 
superstition and idolatry, but he has been the | Sabbath-school, having seventy-five scholars 
means of delivering all his family from it. | om the roll; and to a sewing school, attended 
At Trabia the influence of the Gospel has so | by twenty-five scholars. The other, in the 
penetrated the mass of the population that | Alfieri Hall (Via Michelangelo), was intended 
the priests have not known how to contend | for meetings of a different kind, having for 
with it, except by means of engravings, at a | subjects Italian personages, and, as much as 
balfpenny a piece, representing Leo XII, | possible, personages in biblical history. They 
the Madonna, and St. Francis de Sales! The | have very often brought together more than 
arch-priest has not been more happy with his | 300 hearers. At Castelvenere (Benevento), 
sermons. A woman having heard him say | where we have, as yet, only two communi- 
that we must pray to God without ceasing, | cants, husband and wife, the husband, who is 
and in every place, and ask from Him the | interim syndic, has hired and furnished, at 
pardon of our sins, said to herself, ‘Then my | his own expense, a beautifal hall in the 
centre of the village. He himself presides 
at the services twice a week ; he visits many 
localities ; he enters in the houses of the 
proclaiming the Gospel ; he makes - 
porteur do ‘to likewise, and, failing him, he 
sends one of his own brothers.” 
of hearers at every service.” —— 
THE PRIEST AT THE DEATH-BED. SPEZIA 
A correspondent writes from Spezia: “ The 
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BOHEMIA: 
PERILOUS POSITION OF THE PROTESTANT CHURCHES. 


For the following letter, which was written | we are indebted to the New York Christian 


& 
You certainly know how Bohemia revolted 


sake, and whose name is suppressed lest he | against the perjured Ferdinand 11, and how 


should be subjected to further persecution, | he crushed her. He took « fearful revenge, 


Union :-— 


a8 @ private communication by a Protestant 
pastor who has already suffered for conscience’ | 
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The Rev. Dr. Je BEYROUT COLLEC 
Beyrout to the Ne The Turkish Governm 
MEMORIAL official request to the E 
The Memorial Sunday-echool Hau ws testant College, asking for 
dedicated on December 19th, with sppro- for the Turkish army, to 
priate services. This building was chiefly a month, and the rank of 
erected by Mr. and Mrs. H. Dale, of New | stipulated, however, that 
York City, as a memorial 0 ped the di 
Other friends have aided lege in Oc 
and completion, and it is a es have 
venient edifice for the pe this dip 
school and Bible-class ix nent to fr 
than 1,200 children and a4 penses of 
at the opening exercises, m barr 
away upable to gain adm a declining 
were present from eight of the EF 
schools in Beyrout. UE if to pay 
Lutheran deaconnesses brov in 
orphan pupils, who sang ad to support ther 
very sweetly. The Anglo- 7 their examinations. 
school came in force and n kept, and the yous 
hymn. Miss Taylor's M > pay their own expenses besides 
present, with their snow-wi sted to the most vexatious and ex- 
eight or nine hundred Ar lays in passing the examinations. 
students and professors yrout graduates stand high all over 
European gentlemen and pire ; and ® distinguished Ottoman 
of various sects, completed remarked, not long since, that ere 
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the New York 0 
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CONVOCATION. 
Both Houses of Convocation of the Pro- 


vince of Canterbury met, on the Sth ult.,| of this 


at Westminster. The Archbishop of Canter- 


this authority will be exercised by the 
in their respective dioceses 
with the earnest endesvour to compose such 


bury, in his opening speech, said that various | differences without litigation, and at the same 
addresses had been laid before him on the time to maintain order, decency, purity of 
subject of greater toleration in the matter of doctrine, and edification in divine worship.” 


ritual, By the law of the country, great dis 
cretion was vested in the bishops as to the 
mode in which the various laws regulating 
ritual should be put in force, and he did not 
think that the differences which now beset 


the Church could be settled in any other. 


manner than by the exercise of the authority 
of the bishops. Another point which would 
come before them was whether any improve- 
ment could or could not be made in the eccle- 
siastical courts. They, as well as the country 
in general, were tired of this question, for 
they knew that in this age, on the faithfulness 
in the discharge of: its highest duty by the 
Church of England rested not only the future 
welfare of the English nation, but of the 
Christian Church throughout the world. The 
Bishop of Lincoln moved a resolution de- 
claring that litigation in the matter of ritual 
was to be d This was seconded by 
the Bishop of Peterborough. After discus- 
sion, adjournment, and a second debate upou 
the subject, the Bishop of Lincoin’s resolu- 
tion was adopted, in an amended form, as 
follows: “That this House, having taken 
into consideration the petitions and memo- 
rials brought before it by his Grace the Pre 
sident, and also the articulus cleri presented 
to it by the Lower House, is of opinion that 
litigation in matters of ritual is to be depre- 
cated and deplored, and, if possible, to be 
avoided, It also declares that authority to 
settle differences in such matters is inherent 
in the episcopal office, as witnessed by gncient 
practice and as referred to in the preface of 
the Book of Common Prayer; and while this 
House entertains the hope that the clergy, as 
in duty bound, will, in conjunction with the 
laity, support the legitimate exercise of this 


In the interval between the two discussions 
mentioned above, the articulus cleri referred 
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This account may throw a little ioe | Oe day of redemption soon draw nigh! 
upon some parts of our work here. The | Meanwhile we encourage ourselves by the 
vices and corruptions of ancient cities of | various evidences that the Lord is at hand, 
modern cities of China, and alike need the | prevail.”—Dear Sir, I remain, yours truly, 
mighty power of God's Spirit to sweep out | Groner Preacr, Sen., 
every “ refuge of lies,” as well as the evils | Wesleyan Missionary. 
that blush not even in the face of day. May | 
Home Intelligence. 
of repeated debate in the Lower House, It 
| was moved as a gravasnen by Canon Gregory, 
ES | who spoke of “three courses open to the 
Church in dealing with this matter ”—coer- 
| cion, of which he disapproved ; temporising, 
the time for which had passed away; and 
| conciliation on lines which he matked out. 
An amendment, moved by the Dean of Chi- 
oe leaving the subject to the bishops, 
having been megatived, Archdeacon Allen 
moved “the previous question,” as he 
hough it undesirable to adopt any strong 
expression of opinion in favour of connivance 
with breach of the law. Dean Stanley, in 
seconding this proposition, remarked that 
Canon Gregory’s gravamen was put forward 
as a plea for toleration, but he was astonished 
to hear that plea coming from the party in 
the Church which formulated and stimulated 
the Act of Uniformity, that drove out 2,000 
ministers from the Church—the party which 
a the concessions intended by the 
of this House, and which headed 
of Dissenters for refusing to 
rates. Dean Vaughan remarked 
ion of Canon Gregory, in fact, 
a dispensing power should be 
that for the 
the Charch ; 
direction. 
justice had 
regretted that 
to the minor 
nonconformities of “the almost extinct Evan- 
gelical party.” He moved an amendment 
declaring it to be a primary duty of minis- 
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The American Board proposes to re-establish a mission at Bagdad, where previous 
attempts have been made and abandoned. Bible agent~ have been remarkably successful 
selling Bibles to the Moslems of Bagdad. | 

The Rev. C. ©. Tracy, of the American Board, writes from Marsovan, in Western 
Turkey : “ We learn that since the Jesuits are to have no rest in France, or even Spain, they 
are flocking to Turkey. Poor Turkey! how can she “bear another woe of this description ! 
I learn that 200 of them have arrived at Constantinople. They are showing themselves 
somewhat about here, and trying to get schools under way.. The Gospel is acquiring mo- 
mentum here. The Marsovan Missionary Society has got a new impetus. There are 106 
full-paying members (yearly dues a dollar and a half each), and besides these there are many 
who pay less sums. It is hoped that $200, at least, will be raised the comitig year, enough 
to stipport a helper in the field they have chosen. We don’t know what the political status 
is, except that it is critical. Let all Christians pray for us without ceasing, for we are under — 
a dark cloud.” | 

| ‘The Central Union, representing the Evangelical Churches of Turkey, sends a letter of 
thanks to Christian friends in the United States and in Europe for the men who have been 
educated in these Christian countries, and have now come beck to be pastors, teachers, and 
physicians in Turkey. They mention by name nineteen men now useful in Christian work 
- and exerting a great influence for good. 


To-day, seventy years after the first Hindu baptism by Dr. Carey, there are, in India, 
Burmah, and Ceylon 500,000 persons of the native population professing and ranking them- 
selves as Christians. 

The Sunday-school in the mission districts in India is held at all hours of the day, 
morning, noon, and night, in churches, schoolhouses, shops, private houses and under trees, 
In Lucknow, with its 300,000 inhabitants, one can spend a whole Sabbath in going from 
one school to another, and will find about 1,000 regular attendants. The International 
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~? Lessons are used, and in the Lucknow schools there is an annual examination which greatly 
stimulates study. Singing is made a great attraction, and the public treat given to the 
pupils-at Christmas time is one of the memorable events of their life. India is noted for 
its feaste and festivals, and those engaged in Sunday-school work endeavour to fall into line, 
and turn to the best advantage the customs of the people. 

Gentlemen of the highest caste lately requested the missionaries of the American 
[Dutch] Reformed Church in charge at Vellore to organize a school for their daughters. 
The invitation was accepted and the school was opened, a large number of native gentlemen 
being present. On that day twenty girls were enrolled as pupils, and in one month the 


ve been most jealously secluded from all intercourse with foreigners, and 
from many of their own race. The mission is not asked to visit and teach them in 
the guarded privacy of the zenanas, but to instruct them openly in a public school. 

The Calcutta Star of the East says there are 150 students in the Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Ramapatam, who are in training for the Christian ministry, Some of the 
students are married, and their wives are obliged. to spend a part of their time in study, and 
some of them keep up with their husbands in the full course. 

Infidelity is putting forth great efforts to capture for itself the educated young men of 
India. Paine’s “ Age of Reason” is published in Calcutta, sold at a very low price, and 
widely read by young Bengalese. The missionaries who come in contact with these youths 
ascribe to the influence of this pestilential book the marked opposition and bitter discussion 
which they meet. The Madras Times says there is an agency in Madras whose mission it is 
to distribute cheap publications and tracts written by anti-Christian writers in England, 
among educated natives. Its emissaries are at times seen in the streets actively at work, 
hawking about the publications above mentioned, and the edacated native assailants of 
Christianity find in them much congenial reading, and quite an efficient armoury, as they 
think, to put down the efforts made to Christianise India. 


CHINA, 
Dr. Oagood’s work as a medical missionary of the American Board brought to him a 


double share of the physical ills of our life here. He had to see and smell and handle more © 


filth in one day than a preacher would in a week, and also come into much closer contact 
with it, It was remarked to a native helper that $10,000 could not hire a physician to do 
what Dr. Osgood had done. “Ten thousand!” he replied; “no, indeed, nor several tens ! 
‘Why, all his patients are persons whose cases have been given up by our native doctors.” Of 
- late years he had been able to leave many of the details to trusty assistants, but still his own 
daily supervision was needed. If you had gone into his hospital you would have found in 
the first ward ulcers; in the second, ulcers; in the third, ulcers; ulcers deep and foul, with 
tumours and wounds for variety. Though the building is admirably constructed for ventila- 
tion, the odour of ulcers is all-pervasive. It has been a grand illustration of Christianity to have 
skill that could command thousands of dollars freely given for healing the most repulsive 
diseases. In addition to his work as a physician, he added much labour as a Christian 
evangelist. Such is the testimony, recently sent from Foochow, of a surviving colleague, 
FORMOSA, 


The Rev. Dr. Mackay has been as a missionary in the Island of Formosa for some ten 
years At a recent meeting in Montreal he gave an account of his work among the 
people. He said the people of Formosa consist of about 3,000,000 Chinese in the west and 
north, and from 60,000 to 100,000 aborigines in the woods. The prevailing religion is 
Buddhism. The literati of the island are very intellectual, corresponding to the Brahmins 
and Parsees of India. He began his work in a bath-room, and then removed into a small 
building which had been used asa stable, For five months in the year it rained almost 
incessantly, and the streams flowed down the side of the mountain where his house was 
situated, and under the stakes which supported his bed there was sometimes a foot or so of 
water. His first work was to learn the language. There was no romance in missionary 
life ; it meant downright hard work. He learned the language principally from the boys 
-whom he met on the hills. His first attempt to spread the truth amongst the people was by 
the posting of the Ten Commandments in Chinese on the door of his house. Then the 


number rose to 104. Many of these children had had no intercourse with Europeans, and 
“ were nota little frightened when left for the first time by their parents or friends.” Twelve 
of these girls are Brahmins. This movement is very significant, for these girls of the 
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his arrival he was instrumental in the conversion of a young man— 
He was a God-sent man— intelligent, and of good physical appearance, 


The work in Northern Formosa progressed until now there 
are twenty churches, and 323 persons have been baptized. Twelve of these have died, 
He was present at the death-bed of most of them, and bore testimony as to their triumphant 


Several facts mentioned in recent Japan 
tvonalist as indicating that a reaction has begun to set 


that was felt so strongly in that empire two 


largest 


Christians in that empire 


weeks on the 


e were determined to finish it, and give the Bishop no occasion of 


astonished, 


y that St. Stephen’s Church has had to be en- 

One cannot help acknowledging the power of the 

willingly over 200 men were working, not for pay, and without any 
fight, in a place like Bonny, where formerly a touch of the elbow was a 


part.” 


are 
and the 
by the 
how 


Crowther writes from Bons 
to 


walk from their cask houses through Bonny to the mission. 


sufficient cause for 


if EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM, 
began to stir up enmity against him. They did not 
| for an invasion of British ; that he 
out for their wells; and that he was taking out 
| send to England to manufacture opium out of. 
. and he had to proceed to inland districts to 
F his steps wherever he went. They forbade 
| was called. Beggars were hired at 
. , after talking to them, he would 
door night and day so as to 
— 
) referred to by the Boston Congrege- 
5? in there against the tide of Rationalism 
| ES years ago, First, we have the report of an 
immense open-air Christian meeting at Tokio. Next we find that Mr. De Forest, of the 
American Board, on a recent trip to the north coast, addressed large audiences for three days 
in a theatre at Totton. Meetings were held during the day and the evening, sometimes with 
an attendance of 1,200; Another straw is seen in the recent organization of a church 
of forty members at Immabari, under direction of the American Board. The company had 
been worshipping in a heathen temple; bat being turned out of that, they raised $700 
in HE days, and built a house of their own. A cultured Japanese, far from being « 
| Christian himeelf, seeing this, remarked, “ This is Christ. This is the power that is to 
' save our nation.” One of the largest manufacturers of Japanese pottery concluded, a few 
* months ago, that, as a matter of business, it would be profitable to give his men one day for 
rest and worship out of every seven, and accordingly closed his works upon the Sabbath. 
Another manufacturer in the vicinity, employing a large number of hands, has reached the 
| same decision, and has also put an end to work on the Lord’sday. The New Testament in 
| Japanese is selling rapidly. One distributor has sold—not given away, but sold—5,500 
) copies in about one month. There are now 117 Protestant missionaries in Japan, twenty- 
nine 
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doing basiness in a wholesale way in the 
country towns, and who is, with his wife and 
lif 


at the Bible Stand, is no less 
scattering the seed of life than the farmer 
previously referred to. He says; “ All my 


the community, with all their goods and 
chattels. As Protestantism still continued 
to increaso in other parts of the canton 
which took its name from this little town, 
the fathers of the Republic to divide 
their canton into two parts, one of which 
was to belong to the Cutholics, and the other 
to the Protestantaa The two half-cantons 
since 1597 have been distinct and separate 
states, each with its Go the Catho- 
lics retaining Appenzell as their capital, and 


-Asia.—Recently a great religious 


the Protestants creating Trogen into their 


seat of government, The Protestant Appen- 


for five years, As each incumbent retires, 
the official office will lapse, and for five years 
after such cessation of appointment the salary 
will continue to be paid to whoever may be 
chosen by the congregation of such church as 
its minister. The same with the bishop. 
BoppuisM AND CHRISTIANITY IN CENTRAL 


immediate vicinity of the latter the erection of 
a new monastery has been commenced, which 
is to serve as residence for a Rushog from 
Thibet. “The work is done without pay by 
the people, but certainly not spontaneously, 


for the influential men bring strong pressure 


to bear on them, and bold forth the induce- 
ment of greatly accumulated merits as reward 
for their work.” | 


as 


A Penvensios.—There stood 
near to the Vatican, for many years, « monu- | z¢ll-ausser-Rhoden was the first to relax the 
ment wholly in character with Papal Rome. | stringent clauses of its constitution, and 
It was erected in 1600 by Clement vit. to | permit Catholics to reside and worship within 
commemorate the abjuratioa of the Protestant | its jurisdiction. For nearly 300 years the 
religion by Henry tv. of France. City | Roman Catholic Appenzell-inner-Rhoden, on 
improvements, a few years since, necessitated | the contrary, kept rigidly firm to its old 
the removal of the column, and, for its | exclusiveness. But five years ago the autho- 
artistic value, it has been carefully preserved. | rities of the little state came to the conclu- 
It has just been decided, contrary to all | sion that if Protestants did business with the 
expectations, to re-erect it in one of the | Catholics, and lived amongst them without 
public places of the city. This has called | any perceptible damage to the faith of the 
forth lond remonstrances from the Protestant | latter, they might as well be permitted to 
press of France, and even Romanists are not | enjoy their own worship. A room in the 
unmoved by this singular step, which so | Rath-haus—the House of Parliament in 
little comports with the Liberalism of Italy, | Appenzell—was lent to the Protestants. 
or with international good manners. Here services have been held, communions 
Brste Distaisction at tae Bavssets | celebrated, and baptiems administered after 
Exursirioy.—A farmer who had received | the Reformed rite. The Protestants, during 
a “portion” at the kiosque read it ere he | the five years, have collected 16,000 franca, 
‘eft the city. He soon returned and ordered | and obtained lcave to erect a house of prayer 
a number of Bibles which he took home and | for themselves in the middle of the Catholic 
distributed among his family and friends. | capital. The opening festival of the little 
Since that time the man has not ceased to| Protestant temple took place last month, 
labour as love-impelled volunteer colporteur | with the warm approval and good wishes of 
while following bis business. A notary in a | the Roman Catholic authorities. 
country town being converted by the reading| DisestaBLisament CerLoy.—The dis- 
of one of the Bibles which the farmer had | establishment of the Church in Ceylon (says 
given him, walks nearly seven miles to hear | the Ceylon Times) has "been decided on, and 
the Gospel preached. A large tradeswan, | from the present time no more ecclesiastical 
appointments will be made by the Secretary 
of State. The rights of all present incumbents 
will he respected, and as their appointments 
become vacant the Government will allow the 
customers want the Book, and I have hardly 
ever enough to supply them.”—Freeman. | 
Tue Prorestants oF 
the year of the Spanish Armada (1588), 
eighteen waggons were driven out of the 
little town of Appenzell. The carts con- 
tained the entire Protestant population of | EE zal has 
been apparent among the Baddhists of 
Lahoul, which indicates that the Moravian 
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CONVERSAZIONE AT THE MANSION HOUSE. 
One of the Vice-Presidents of the Evangelical Alliance—Alderman McArthur, u.r.— 
Ma 


of London for the present year, has kindly iatimated his readiness to 
of members and friends of the Alliance at the Mansion House. The 


House, on Friday evening, May 13th. It is intended that 


meeting, whilst maintaining spiritual character, should also be international ; and it is 
expected that representatives of several of the foreign branches of the Alliance will be 


present, and take part in the proceedings. 


Further information will be duly announced, but 


this early intimation is given to enable foreign brethren who intend to visit England for the 
May meetings to make arrangements to be present. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


The monthly meeting of Council was held 
on Thursday, February 10th ; Donald Mathe- 


Sbare, Bag. 
Mrs, Player, Reading. 
Miss Player, Reading. 


+ | principles and work of the Alliance at 


a 
drawing-room meeting held in the house of 
Mrs, Holt Yates on January 26th, when the 
names of several new members were received. 


In regard to the recent observance of the 
Week of Prayer, it was reported that interest- 
ing accounts had been received from many 
additional places, and extracts were read from 
the letter of the Secretary of the German 
Branch. 


ANNUAL CONVERSAZIONE. 


It was that the Lord Mayor of 
London (Alderman McArthur, ™.P.,), one of 
the Vice-Presidents of the Evangelical Al- 
liance, had kindly comsented to convene the 
usual May Conversezione at the Mansion 
House, and the Council accepted the invita- 
tion for the evening of May 13. 


THE WEEK OF PRAYER. | . 


Interesting accounts of the observance of 
the Week of Prayer continue to be received 
from various perts of the country and from 
abroad. We give the following extracts ;— 

THE PROVINCES, 

EDINBURGH.— Meetings were held daily, 
from Jan. 3 to 7, in the Free Assembly Hall. 
All the meetings were well attended. . At 
the noon meeting on Monday, the area of 
the hall was quite filled, and the galleries 


partially. Daily the attendance continued 
to increase, till every part of the spacious 
building was occupied. 

Giascow.—The meetings were largely at- 
tended, and the whole services were interest- 
ing and profitable. 

CaNTERBURY.—Two meetings were held 
daily. The attendances were good, and an 
earnest spirit of prayer was manifested. . 

LeicesteR.— Meetings were held each day 
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convene a meeting 
| Council have with much pleasure sccepted the invitation, and the Annual Conversazione 
The Secretaries reported that they had 
ff son, Eeq., in the chair. After reading the | had an opportuniay of reporting upon the 
} | Scriptures, prayer was offered by the Rev 
| C. Graham. 
NEW MEMBERS. | 
The following persons were unanimously | 
admitted to membership :-— | 
Mrs. Byrne, Westen Sieve. | OBITUARY. 
i Surg. -Gen. Theobalds, ees ee | ‘The death of M. Necker, of Geneva, was 
Mra, D. Wheeler, Weston super. Mare. reported. The Secretaries were instructed to 
i} Mrs. Barry Hart, express the sympathy of this Council with 
Mrs. Lucas, Weston-euper- the bereaved family. 
London. WEEK OF PRAYER. 
| Kdward Clifford, Baq., London. 
| Rev. Charles A. Fox, London. 
{ Major-General A. Stevens, London. 
Mrs. Frampteo, London. 
‘| Rev. W. Thomas, London. 
Londos. 
Mise Innace, ‘London. | 
| Miss R. Inaacs, London. 
Mrs. Macintosh, 
W. R. Bowwell, Iver, West 
Lieut.-Colonel A. Hutchinson, 
The Dowager Countess of Castle-Stuart, Wells. 
Mrs. Richmond, Crouch End. 
| HR Walks Upper Clapton. 
| 
| 


ingly, one meeting was held on the Friday 
in the Central Hall, Hood Street, at which 
the Vicar, Canop Martin, presided, who was 
suppor several of the ministers of the 
variof® «hurches. The Rev. R. Leitch 
(Presbyterian) gave a brief statemeat of the 


objects of the Evangelical Ajiiaace, and by | i 


the participation of representative men of 
many different bodies, the meeting was tho- 
roughly catholic in its character. On the 
Tuesday evening, a united meeting was held 
in Prudhoe Street Chapel (Methodist Free 
Church); on the Wednesday, in Westmore- 
land Presbyterian Church; and on 
Thursday \pvening, in Clarence Street Wee- 
; and in the following week 


Presbyterian Church, and in 
Rye Hill Baptist Chapel. We hope that, 
with the resuscitation of the Newcastle 
Branch of the Alliance during the coming 
_ year, a future Week of Prayer may witness 
the farther development of the broader union, 
by the whole of the week being devoted to 
meetings of the most comprehensive sort. 
Sanpows, Istz or Wicut.— Meetings 
were held on five evenings of the week in 


the various churches, and one meeting in the | i 


Town Hall. The attendance was good, and 
the meetings better than in previous years. 
meetings were held 
‘each day—at noon and im the evening. All 
were y well attended. The balance 
of the collections, £2 15s, 3d., was remitted 
to the Evangelical Alliance. 
ItraacomBse.—A meeting was held each 
night, at whica a Nonconfermist minister 
presided, and a clergyman gave the address. 
ArHerRstong.—All the meetings were well 


Communion were held in |. 


atteaded, and the intereet maintained to the | stance, 
end. 


writes : 
must send you a few hasty lines by this 
to inform you of the blessings we have 
enjoyed here during the Week of Prayer. I 


Prayer this year was again a season of rich 
blessing. From Monday, the 3rd of January, 
till Saturday, eighteen meetings were held in 
the different parts of the city, and the halls 
werecrowded. The meetings were conducted by 
thirty-one of the ministers of Berlin, among 
them being some of the best-known and 
most esteemed names; and some of the 
ministers not belonging to the State Church — 
were among those who tock for in- 
Moravian Brethren 
Methodist Church. 
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at noon and in the evening. Ministers of Liverroot.—Meetings were held daily, 
the various churches severally presided, and | and the subjecta suggested by the Evangelical 
gave addresses. The attendance was much | Alliance were adopted. On Sunday evening, 
better than last year. A closing meeting was | Jan. 9th, a special meeting was held after the 
held on the Sunday evening after the usual | ordinary services in Hope Hall, when there 
eburch services, and the large Temperance | was a very large attendance. 

Hall was so crowded that an overflow meeting FOREIGN REPORTS. 

had to be held in the Lecture Hall. The 

balance of the collections, £5 5a, was devoted 

to the Evangelical Alliance, 

Newcastiz -on- — The Week of | 

Prayer has been observed by « waion of a/| enclose a programme, from which you will 

large number of Evangelical churches during | see that we had meetings every day except 

many years. But this year, through sugges- | Saturday, and there were large congregations, 

tions thrown out by Mr. Arnold on the ccca- | Asa sign of the interest manifested in this 

sion of his visit to the town in December, it | Week of Prayer, I would mention that many 

was attempted to still further broaden the | persons were sorry because | announced no 

union of the churches for prayer. Accord-| meeting on Saturday. They tell me they 
would have come out if there had been a 
| meeting. This surprises me much, for it is 
| almost proverbial here that no one attends 
| meetings on Saturday night.” 
| Jenveatem.—The Week of Prayer was 
duly obeerved by the Protestant community 

ME: the Holy City. The Bishop presided at 
the several meetings, giving a short address 
at each. As usual, the proceedings were 

partly in English and partlyin German, ex- 

cept on the last day of assembling, when 
Arabic, Hebrew, and Spanish prayers were 
added. 
Pracuse.—During the Week of Prayer, 
meetings were held in our ball every evening 
except two. On those evenings we omitted 

meetings for Qnited our meeting and joined with the more 
earnest members of the Reformed Church in 
meetings which they held. The attendance 
was good, and there was a marked spirit of 
thankfulness for past mercies, and of earnest 
longing for spiritual blessings, also a very 
general readiness on the part of the brethren 
to lead in prayer. The change in our cir- ~ 
cumstances since last year was not forgotten, 
nor was the debt of gratitude which we owe 
the Alliance delegation for their fraternal 
ntervention. 
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THE POWER OF HOME LIFE.* 


* An Address delivered at Burlington Hall, on Thursday, January 6. 
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BY THE REV. CHARLES STANFORD, D.D. 


In the sight of God, prayer-mestings are not | and it is » thrilling 


it a moment 
mere meetings of bodies, but meetings of souls ; | moment companies of Christians in 


yo 
had not 
ve done 


* An Address delivered at the Denmark Place Hall, Camberwell, on Thursday, January 6. 
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QUARTERLY MEETING FOR SPIRITUAL EDIFICATION. 


On the 29th of January many brethren , throughout Scripture; then spoke 
room for prayer and praise. It was a very | tion for “eating” it, both 


and some ladies assembled in the Council 


nature of this 


It is sad to think that after a connection of 
ries with one of the freest and 
‘most enlightened countries in the world, it is 


salvation. 
still so agitated, a weakness to the empire, 


edifying and refreshing season of fellowship, | own souls and to supply 
“ the 
We 


of March | seven centu 
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People of these and other Lands, | its 
Brethren,—_We again invite you to 
Day), as a Day of Special 
for Ireland. | 
There is a danger of these recurring} and a byword among the nations, For- 


PATRICK'S DAY), 1881. 


IRELAND, 


Dear 


set apart Thursday, the 17th day 
next (St. Patrick’s 


and United Prayer 


To the Christian 
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and that, whi my child die!” 
of 
in 
are all partakers of that one bread” (1 Cor. | past “ eating ” was combined in one blessed 
x. 17). The Rev. C. A. Fox, of Eaton | continuous feast in the New Testament— 
Chapel, and the Rev. Dr. Gibson, of St. | “ Christ our Passover slain for us;” and he 
John’s Wood Presbyterian Church, introduced | then showed how “we being many are one 
the subject in short addresses, which were | bread,” etc., ete. 
followed by open conference. In open conference five or six brethren 
The first address, by Mr. Fox, was in a | took part, and an earnest spirit of love and 
marked degree edifying and strengthening ; | devotion characterized the meeting through- 
he dwelt upon the necessity of eating the | out. 
“Bread of Life” and traced this truth ° 
IRISH BRANCH. 

The following address, signed by the Pre- | seasons.of prayer becoming a mere formal 
sident and other officers of the Irish Branch, | observance. Should there be any such dan- 
has been issued by the Council in Dublin :— | ger in connection with this Day of Prayer 
DAY OF SPECIAL AND UNITED PRAYER FoR in Ireland, the continued ‘and increasing 
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SPECIAL CHRISTIAN WORK AT THE BRUSSELS EXHIBITION. | 
The following’ information relating to the | prayerfully desire the salvation of 


It is conveyed in a letter 


people | Secretary of the Evangelical 


evangelistic work carried on during the 


period of over four months among the 
published, 
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The work cannot be reviewed without feel- 
haces 
Scriptures, in the 
place daily in the Chapel in R committed all that has t 
the chief interest centred in the Lord Jesus. 
to God, 
* © Contributions received since December 21, 1880, appear on the following page. 
Remittances may be made payable to the order of either,of the Secretaries (Major- - ' 
General Field, o.8., and Mr. A. J, Arnold), or to the Treasurer. 
Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, w.c. | 
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